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Mr Mark McGowan; Mr Dean Nalder 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT — PLANNING 

523. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Minister for Transport: 
I refer to evidence given to estimates in the other place that the Department of Transport will be dumping its 
two cornerstone planning documents, “Public Transport for Perth in 2031” and the Moving People network plan. 

(1) Why has the minister abandoned these plans that had input from experts and over 1 000 public 
submissions and had provided guidance for planning in Perth? 

(2) Are these plans not being dumped because their recommendations do not fit his political agenda? 

(3) What was the cost of preparing these now-discarded plans? 

Mr D.C. NALDER replied: 
I appreciate the question from the Leader of the Opposition. 

(1)–(3) We have not dumped these plans. What has happened—I have said this a few times in this house; I get 
shocked when it comes as a surprise all of a sudden—is that when these plans were done, there was an 
assumed population of 2.2 million people in Perth by 2031. There has now been a report out for some 
time that Perth is projected to have a population of 2.7 million people, and even as high as 2.9 million 
people, by 2031. This means that we have had to redo all the planning around that because, with that 
level of growth, it has rendered the planning around the original 2031 out of date. 

When I became minister, I was also concerned that we were looking at a document that is looking only 
15 years away, and public transport—I am on record as saying this—has for some time needed to look 
a lot further than just the next 15 years. So I started talking to the department and asking it to work in 
with the Department of Planning around looking at 3.5 million people and beyond. I do not know how 
many times I have said it in this house; I have said a number of times that we are looking at longer 
terms around particularly public transport and moving people. We are utilising the work that has been 
done, and with these adjustments in population size, taking it out a lot further. We have said that that 
has deferred and delayed the plans we are doing. We are continuing to work on it and evolve it because 
adjustments always need to be made. All these plans will be living documents. They never lock us in to 
the future because we always know that technology and different things come in — 

Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bassendean, please do not feel obliged to shout out all the time. I call you to order 
for the first time. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: These documents need to be living documents, because technology advances and the like 
will ensure that they need to evolve over time. We will be taking the work that has been done and pushing that 
into these new plans that will look out a lot further than we are today. 
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